Activity Tool 3-2

Chapter 7

Thinking About Differences

We hear all the time about disorders, syndromes, and deficits students have. More are created all the time. As we necessarily discuss labels that we will see on children in our classes, we enter an arena of controversy, an arena that focuses on deficits, rather than strengths, of children. 

· What are your images regarding a student with learning disabilities, intellectual disabilities, or traumatic brain injury? 

· How does this differ from your image of students labeled gifted? 

Carol pretty well ignored these labels and watched carefully how her children responded. She had students involved helping each other, tasks that allowed for challenge at multiple levels. 

· What do you have think about Carol’s class? 

· We know that some teachers are better at dealing with learning challenges. What do they do? 

· We know that other teachers think that if the problem is in the kid, there’s not much they can do. 

· What makes a good teacher of children with learning challenges? Where do these challenges come from? 

· How do such students fare in classes that use exemplary instruction? 

Reflections and Responses

