Activity Tool 5-11 b

Issues for Collaborative Teaching 

(Peterson, 2001)

Directions: Consider these areas of collaboration between two teachers. Think about your style and how you like to work. How might you see developing collaborative approaches to dealing with these issues? Make some notes on the right column and discuss with a group. 

	Areas in Which 

Differences May Arise
	Strategies for Collaboration

	Parent communication and partnership Formality of relationship with parents. Understanding and acceptance of diverse family backgrounds, styles, and problems. 
	

	Collaborative relationship

Goals and expectations in the working relationship. 
	 

	Student progress.  Expectations related to assessment tools and strategies to be used? Degree of focus on the standardized test? 
	 

	Planning Time for planning? Degree and detail of planning? Planning ahead? Designing for diversity? Planning meetings, forms, and record-keeping?
	 

	Academic instruction Instructional strategies? Assessment strategies? Assignment of grades? Adaptation and modification of lessons? Sharing teaching roles? Trying new approaches? 
	

	Community building and behavioral challenges Classroom rules and routines? Behavioral management and discipline? Trying new approaches?
	 

	Classroom design, space, materials Planning and organizing classroom space? Designing the classroom for the different abilities and learning styles of students? Making accommodations and adaptations? Trying new approaches?
	 




