Activity Tool 5-6

An Inclusive Continuum of Services

Directions: Use case studies with students with mild to severe and multiple disabilities. Summarize the support services that three students with very different disabilities may need in the approximate level of intensity in the right-hand column. What beginning picture begins to emerge regarding how support services might look in a classroom serving all three of these students? 

	Least supports and services


Greatest supports and services
	Collaborative team planning: general and special education, parents, other professionals.


	

	
	Collaborative consultation. Periodic consultation with teacher either in or out of class. Building relationships in the classroom. 


	

	
	In-class support co-teacher. Periodic in-class assistance in adapting lessons, instructing special students or the whole class. Intentional assistance from classmates. 


	

	
	Specialist assistance: speech therapy, occupational therapy, rehabilitation teachers, orientation and mobility, etc.


	

	
	Paraprofessional part to full-time.


	

	
	In-class support co-teacher: more than half to full time, circles of friends.


	

	
	All of above services plus any additional consultative or direct services (e.g., therapist for child and family, psychiatrist).  


	


