Activity Tool 9-7 a

CASE STUDY

Challenge to Community in the Classroom

JANELLE HAS NO FRIENDS

Directions: Read the short scenario below and identify proactive responses that place relationships, meeting needs, and building a culture of care and community in the classroom at the center. 

The Story: 

Janelle is now midway into the third grade. She has Down syndrome and reads at pre-first-grade level. She enjoys being around other children and has a pleasant personality but she has difficulty communicating. She has been included in general education classes since she began school. A paraprofessional has been assigned full-time to work with her. She brings alternate lesson plans in a plastic tub each day and works with Janelle one on one. The paraprofessional is very caring and committed to Janelle. She goes to lunch even with Janelle and helps her learn eating skills by giving her one on one training regarding eating habits at the end of the table. The school which Janelle attends has been very committed to including her and other children with disabilities in general education classes. 

HOWEVER, Janelle’s mother, Barbara, a very involved and attentive parent, has become increasingly concerned. She says that Janelle feels very alone at the school. She has no friends, seldom plays with children, and seems isolated in the classroom. Despite her commitment to inclusion for Janelle, she is seriously considering pulling her into a center-based program for children with cognitive impairments because of her social isolation and Janelle’s unhappiness. 

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? WHY DO YOU THINK SO? 

	


WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY AROUND JANELLE AND HELP HER FEEL AND BE A REAL MEMBER OF THE CLASS? 

	


Activity Tool 9-7 b

CASE STUDY

Challenge to Community in the Classroom

ROBERT IS BEING BULLIED IN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Directions: Read the short scenario below and identify proactive responses that place relationships, meeting needs, and building a culture of care and community in the classroom at the center. 

The Story: 

Robert is 12 years old and attends Barnhardt Middle School. The year, the school has decided to include some students with moderate disabilities for the first time. Robert has mild cerebral palsy and a mild cognitive disability. He can walk but does so jerkily; he also speaks but has a halting pattern to his voice. He is fully included in his general education classes with co-taught classes in the core academic courses and consultation services in his other classes. Teachers are new at this but most are working to try to make academic adaptations for Robert. 

Robert, however, knows few of the other students in the school since he has been in separate special education throughout his school career. He knows one other student with a cognitive disability who is in two of his classes but they have never been close friends. In the past week, Robert’s father came to see the principal and counselor. Robert has been reporting that two students have been making fun of his speech and walk and even shoved him once. Robert is becoming afraid. 

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? WHY DO YOU THINK SO? 

	


WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY AROUND ROBERT, PROVIDE PROTECTION TO HIM, AND ALSO HELP THE BULLIES SEE A BETTER WAY OF MEETING THEIR OWN NEEDS? 

	


Activity Tool 9-7 c

CASE STUDY

Challenge to Community in the Classroom

ARYLYN IS ACTING OUT: 

HIS MOTHER DIED LAST WEEK

Directions: Read the short scenario below and identify proactive responses that place relationships, meeting needs, and building a culture of care and community in the classroom at the center. 

The Story: 

Arlyn is 16 years old. He is academically a very bright student but he comes from a very difficult home life. The school has suspected abuse in the past but social services has not been able to verify this. Arlyn has a history of having emotional and behavioral problems in school, acting with anger, yelling at staff and students. Four years ago he was classified as emotionally impaired. He is involved with group counseling with the social worker at the school. He does have several friends who sometimes themselves get into trouble. Arlyn’s mother, to whom he has been close, has been very ill for a number of years. A month ago she died and this has been very hard on Arlyn. 

Over the last five months, Arlyn has been increasingly short tempered. He has lashed out at teachers verbally and on three occasions physically. One day he threw a book at the Algebra teacher when he became frustrated about a problem he couldn’t figure out, cursing as he did so. One day, when a teacher was asking him to step back into line, he lashed out acting as if he was going to hit the teacher before some other kids stopped him. He has been increasingly on short fuse and the staff are concerned what he may do next. 

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? WHY DO YOU THINK SO? 

	


WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY AROUND ARLYN, HELPING HIM DEAL WITH HIS DIFFICULTIES, DEVELOPING COPING MECHANISMS, WHILE KEEPING TEACHERS AND STUDENTS SAFE? 

	


