Activity Tool 11-16

What About These Students? 

(Peterson, 2001)

Compare the characteristics of these students to the lessons you have devised. Make changes as necessary to have a truly multi-level lesson for all. 


Jennifer is a highly able student. In the 4th grade, she reads at an eighth grade level. She enjoys discussing politics and social issues and is beginning to learn simple algebraic equations. She is also very creative and has an amazing grasp of writing engaging stories that she loves to act out. She likes to help other students but also gets frustrated at not being challenged and can sometimes be impulsive and competitive. 

Robert is considered an average student academically. He is on grade level. However, socially he is withdrawn and has few friends in the class. He expresses feelings of inadequacy frequently and is not a risk taker. He is very good at athletics, loves to run, play baseball and basketball. 

John is a very smart, active child who can alternate between high activity levels and depression if he does not do well. He has a learning disability and has difficulty writing and reading He often has difficulty organizing materials and focusing. He is very good at doing activities—building things, listening and talking. 

Jonathan has Down syndrome. In his 4th-grade class he loves reading and computers but he has no identifiable speech. He has difficulties with motor movements and coordination that makes it difficult for him to do hands-on projects. He has a sense of the dramatic so that when an exciting story is read he can’t contain acting out part of the story, standing and chattering while the teacher reads. 

Laurie has severe cerebral palsy, has a moderate cognitive disability, and has periodic seizures. She uses a small wheelchair and pushes herself along with her feet slowly. She has limited speech and communication skills. It’s not clear to people how much she is able to understand. She loves being around other students, hearing stories, and has a terrific smile. 

Kevin has autism.  He is very bright. In the 4th grade he has already learned all the multiplication tables and can recite them from memory up to two digit multiplications. But he has trouble. He seems not to know how to talk to other students, is very rigid.  When the class schedules changes he may get very upset and stand in the middle of the room saying things over and over to him. He does have two friends but they often get into fights when Kevin gets upset. 


